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In the last 18 months the world has The convention was first adopted at the
witnessed a daily execution of inno- United Nations General Assembly on Decent men, women and children in Syr- cember 9th, 1948 and went into effect on
ia. The crisis in Syria, which is now labeled as a civil war, is testament to the

January 12th, 1951. It was the first convention to give a name to an act that shaped
the Second World War, and openly confront-

fact that the ability to protect, at the ed the Twentieth Century with its absolute
international level, is non-existent. The horror. In addition it laid the groundwork
continual current outcry of the Syrian for the definition of the crime of genocide

population throughout this crisis has by creating a legal framework to guide the
proved the failure to create a concert- work of its prevention through the mechaed and agreed resolution to act and
highlighted the urgent need for the
UN to develop an “Enforcement Mech-

nism of international law. Following the
ratification of the Convention, the world was
supposed to be, in theory, a world free from
genocide.

anism” to uphold “the UN Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide.”

The lack of an “Enforcement Mechanism”
of the convention, however, enabled the
current situation where the international
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community cannot fully provide protection

international community on how to over-

in cases of mass atrocities, ethnic cleans-

come the challenges in securing an interna-

ing and eventually genocide. Therefore, as

tional consensus, in order to offer security to

a direct result, instances of genocide and

the citizens of the world and to reestablish

man’s inhumanity to man have continued to

their right to be protected.

occur and the world has witnessed a direct
increase in a significant number of atrocities
being committed such as in Bosnia & Herzegovina, Rwanda, Darfur and now Syria.
Whilst the international community has
developed mechanisms for prosecuting the
perpetrators of genocide, there remains little
evidence that it is able to prevent such acts
from happening again. The upmost priority
however, before punishing previous offenders of the crime, is to prevent acts of genocide and other atrocities from being committed in the first place.
The Ljubljana Human Rights Summit 2012,
therefore, will explore the challenges in se-

The Summit 2012 will cover a diverse,
inter-disciplinary range of issues
throughout the program. These will
include:
·· An analysis of the Challenges in securing
International Consensus: UN institutions
·· The “Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide”:
the Enforcement of the Convention
·· The Role and Responsibilities of global
Governance Institutions to contribute to
World Peace
·· Empowering Civil Society Organizations:

curing an international consensus and the re-

Enabling Civil Observers and NGO’s a full

sponsibility to protect. The 2012 Summit will

and complete Role by funding Organiza-

create and publish a proposal document that

tions to keep the Peace.

will be presented to world leaders and the
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